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SUBJECT: UNIVERSITY SITUATION STILL UNRESOLVED 

REF: PORT MORESBY 0702 

1 . SUMMARY: UNIVERSITY OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA (UPNG) STUDENTS 
REMAIN ON STRIKE WITH SHOWDOWN EXPECTED MAY 17. UNIVERSITY 
COUNCIL ON MAY 15 REFUSED TO LIFT TWO YEAR SUSPENSION ON 
FORMER STUDENT LEADER. MOVE WAS ENDORSED BY PRIME MINISTER 
SOMARE WHO INSTRUCTED AUTHORITIES TO RESUME LECTURES MAY 17. 
AT WHICH TIME STUDENTS MUST ATTEND CLASSES OR LOSE SCHOLAR- 
SHIPS AND RETURN HOME. STUDENTS NOW DECIDING NEXT MOVE. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. AT MAY 14 MEETING UPNG STUDENTS VOTED TO CONTINUE STRIKE 
PROTESTING TWO-YEAR SUSPENSION OF FORMER STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
PRESIDENT VINCENT TOLIMAN. STUDENTS ALSO DECIDED TO SEND 
DELEGATION TO MEET WITH UNIVERSITY COUNCIL FOLLOWING DAY. 

AT THAT MEETING, STUDENTS WERE TOLD DEMANDS WOULD NOT BE 
HEARD UNLESS THEY HAD FRESH EVIDENCE ON WHY TOLIMAN SHOULD 
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BE REINSTATED. THEY HAD NONE. COUNCIL MET EVENING MAY 15 
WITH PRIME MINISTER SOMARE. DEPUTY POLICE COMMISSIONER 
AND ACTING EDUCATION MINISTER. SOMARE ENDORSED COUNCIL S 
DECISION AND INSTRUCTED UNIVERSITY AUTHORITIES TO 
RESUME LECTURES MAY 17 AND TO WITHDRAW NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
FROM ALL STUDENTS WHO REFUSE TO ATTEND CLASSES. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


3. ROSE KEKEDO, FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 
AND CHAIRWOMAN, UNIVERSITY COUNCIL, HANDLING BULK OF 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH STUDENTS. SHE TOLD US MORNING MAY 16 
THAT STUDENTS WOULD DECIDE IN SECRET BALLOT WHETHER TO 
BACK DOWN OR NOT. DESPITE MANY HOURS OF MEETINGS WITH 
STUDENTS, SHE SAID SHE HAD NO IDEA AS TO HOW THEY WOULD VOTE. 

4. WHILE CAMPUS QUIET AND UNBARRICADED TODAY. TOMORROW 
UNPREDICTABLE. STUDENTS AT GOROKA TEACHERS COLLEGE AND 
TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY AT LAE RETURNED TO CLASSES MAY 15 

BUT THREATENED RENEWED WALKOUT IF UPNG MATTER NOT RESOLVED 
TO STUDENTS' SATISFACTION. 

5. INTERESTING SIDELIGHT TO SITUATION IS CONTINUED ABSENCE 
AND SILENCE OF EDUCATION MINISTER TAMMUR AND EDUCATION 
SECRETARY TOLOLO. BOTH WERE HARD-LINERS AGAINST STUDENT 
PROTESTS DURING 1977 BURRIDGE "SPY" CASE. NOW. HOWEVER, 

ISSUE CENTERS ON A FELLOW TOLAI AND AS IS COMMON IN PNG'S 
WANTOK SYSTEM, TRIBAL OR CLAM CONSIDERATIONS COME FIRST 
AND OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES SECOND. 

OLMSTED 
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